September 28th 2007
Sermon: Innovations and Traditions

| seek refugein Allah from satan therejected.
In the name of Allah, theMog Gracious the Mog Merciful.

A bdieving person has asked me aboutthe routine greetingsextended to each other as pat of the
cugoms and traditions and whether they are appropriate to utter or not Thefollowing are the questions
asked by her.

Question: If thee® a child birth, isit ok to say QAlhandolLillah / MashaAllah,Oor
congratulationsonthearrival of yourlittle baby?

Question: |If someonegets married, isit ok to say MlashaAllahOor congratulationson the new
start?

| am glad tha thebdiever asked these questionsto clarify matters and to find out what congitutes
innovdionsand wha does not. Here istheanswer to he questions

Asyou have stated in your opening line of email that your questionisin regardsto the Qraditional
greeting terms.O

|slam is not based on Qraditionsor culture;Orather it is based on straightforward commandsfrom our
Lord. God has notgiven usany verses on thetraditionsand cusoms of the past generationsto be
followed, butthere are verses forbidding " innovations' made up by the people. God'sguidance
indudes the past precedents of therighteousto befollowed by subsquent generations andthe
precedents mentioned in the Quran are devoid of any cusoms, traditions and innovdions Thisis proof
enoughtha God does notrequire nor allow the bdieversto follow or uphold any kind of innovdions

If the people follow anything tha is not decreed by GOD, or make up rules, laws, cugoms, or traditions
that are notin the Quran, then they are called Onnovations,Owhich congitutes a gross sin. Over time,
thehumans have always made up ther own cusoms and traditions which were never decreed or
authorized by GOD. They are also called Oles aganst GOD.OSomehow the humans even the
bdieving ones, are more apt to make up and follow wha suits and pleases them, rather than pleasing
thar Lord. Theinfluence of thedevil is always present, except for those who are sincerely devoted to
thar Lord.

Thefestivas of Eid, Christmas, Hanukkéh, Divali, and others are not decreed by GOD. Nor has He
commanded the human bengsto congratulate each other with wordssuch as GEid Mubaak, Merry
Christmas, and Happy Birthday. These are all innovationsmade up by thehumansto come up with laws
and traditionsof ther own, and to please themselves. GOD has never authorized them. Clearly, they are
aviolation of His Absolute Authority and agross sin. Thisis because theinnovdionsare from sources
other than ALLAH and of His Scriptures.

Theword QM ubarakOis used in the Quran by GOD in a specific context, whereby it applies only to
wha He does and blesses, and not wha the human bengsmake up. This has been imitated by the
disbdieving humanswho use theword in avery different context Bin a congratulatory form. In the
Quran, thisword means (blessed or sacredOandis used by GOD in some of thefollowing ver ses - the
context isvery clear throughthem.
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Sermon: Innovations and Traditions (continued)

| will recite some of the verses tha have theword OMubarakOgiven in Arabic or thedifferent spdling
and form of the same word within theverses.

44:3 We have sent it (the Quran) down in a blessed night, for we are to warn.

6:92 Thistooisablessed scripture tha we have revealed, confirming the previousscriptures,
tha you may warn themog important community and all those aroundit. Thos who bdievein
the Hereafter will bdieve in this (scripture), and will observe the Contact Prayers (Salat).

6:155Thistooisablessed scripture tha we have revealed; you shdl follow it andlead a
righteouslife, tha you may attain mercy.

38:29 Thisis a scripture that we sent down to you, that is sacred - perhgpsthey reflect onits
verses. Those who possess intelligence will take heed.

21:50 Thistooisablessed reminder tha we sent down. Are youdenyingit?

25:1 Mog blessed isthe One whoreveaed the Statute Book to His servant, so hecan serve asa
warner to thewhole world.

25:10 M og blessed isthe One who can, if He wills, give you much better than ther demands-
gadenswith flowing streams, and many mansons

25:61 M og blessed isthe One who placed condellationsin the sky, and placed in it alamp, and
a shining moon.

28:30 When hereached it, hewas called from the edgeof theright side of thevalley, in the
blessed spot where the buming bush was located: "O Moses, thisis Me. GOD; Lord of the
universe.

34:18 We placed between them and the communities that we blessed, other oases, andwe
secured thejoumey between them: "Travel therein days and nights in complete security.”

37:113We blessed him and Isaac Amongthear descendants, some are righteous and some are
wicked tranggressors

37:114We aso blessed Moses and Aaron.

50:9 Andwe sent from the sky blessed water, to grow with it gardensand grainsto be
harvested.

Thereis nomention in the Quran noris it GOD® command to say GongratulationsOto someonewho
is blessed with a child or gets married. Theusage of thewords MashaAllah and InshaAllah Bareona
first person basis. Theonewhois going to do something in thefuture is commanded to say, Onsha
AllahGand nottheperson who is hearingit. Similarly, the onewho bears the child or is pregnant with
the child is suppo®d to say, MashaAllah,Oas tha mother or both parents are being blessed by GOD
with the child.
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Sermon: Innovations and Traditions (continued)

Thelawsin theQuran are for Qhe believer sOas given in Verses 9:112,18:2, 1057,17:82, and many
others. All thecommandsare for the bdievers to implement, and theanswer to the question asked by the
bdieving female applies on a Ofr st person bags.O

If youreflect and andyze theword GzongratulateOPwhat does it exactly mean? The onewishing to
another person probaly means @joodwishes, happiness, blessingsof GodQand so on. Does GOD allow
usto wish any kind of blessingsuponanother human being, or to take for granted that thefuture will be
paved with hgopiness? This would beinterfering with His Absolute Authority. Thebdievers are
suppogd to know tha He puts everyoneto theTedt, andisin full control over the past, present and
future. It would also conditute Onter cessonOwith GOD; in away asking Him to make the other
person@life hgopy and with goodomens Theoneyou are wishingis suppo®d to ask GOD direct for
His mercy and blessings

If thepersonyou are visiting is abdiever whofollows al therevelationsof God, then tha person
should beusng thewordsdecreed in the Quran for receiving ther blessngsfrom Him or for doing
something in thefuture. Andif theperson you are visiting or meeting does not bdievein GOD and His
Revelations then you should use Quranic wordsin thar languayeto get the message across to them.
This can bedoneby praising GOD in many different ways. For example, you can say tha GOD has
given you achild asa Test; nowHe will seeif you are appreciative or not If someonegotmarried, you
can say tha GOD has provided youwith a partner in life to provide tranquility to each other; if you
work righteousess you can beawinng onthe Day of Judgnent. Or tha GOD provides for whomever
Hewills. It isvery important to bring the name of the Creator BGOD or LORD bin the

conver sation. Such righteousutterances add credit to the beiever@ record and conditutes worship of
GOD.

The Oadver sitiesOand blessingDare al controlled by GOD. He does notimplement them in favor of,
or agang anyone based onthewishes or whims of the people. | recite to you an important and
appropriate verse which opensup the subject unde discussion. It actudly informs ustha GOD has
Absolute Authority over adversities and blessingsand our wishing to othe'sis equd to settingupidds
beside GOD. The mathematical proofs of GOD unveil theverse like never before.

39:38 (Part) If you ask them, "Who created the heavensand the earth?' they will say, "GOD."

Revealed: TheAllah lettersare 16, and theAleefs are 5, the Pattern of 165 proves GOD(®
Absolute Control over all matters.

39:38 (Part) If you ask them, "Who created the heavensand the earth?' they will say, "GOD."
Say, "Why then doyou set upidols besde GOD?

Revealed: TheGV of Allah lettersis apefect 383DAI Quran. Those who bdievein theentire
Quran will surely read all the verses and know what conditutesidolatry.

Revealed: TheAllah letters are 23,and my lettersare 37, the diff. is 14. Theclarifying
messenge of the Seven Pairs Proof isrevealed here to explain theverses.

39:38 (Part) If GOD willed any adversity for me, can they relieve such an adversity? Andif He
willed ablessing for me, can they prevent such ablessing?'

Revealed: TheAllah lettersare 19 BThe Absolute Lord controls everything.
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Sermon: Innovations and Traditions (continued)

39:38 (Part) Say, "GOD issufficient for me." In Him thetrugers shdl trud.

Revealed: Themessenger @ lettersare 19. Themessenga's preach and advocate the truth of
GOD® Words and warn the people againg committing idolatry. The bdievers should realize
tha GOD controls everything, and thar wishing to each other withoutdirect recourse to Him,
and withouttaking His Name does conditute idolatry.

Notice the ending part of the verse addressed to the messenge and the bdievers certainly clarifies what
| have stated earlier Btha the bdieversfind GOD sufficient for them and putthar trug in Him. They
implore Him directly for al ther needs | quote again fromthe Mog Wise:

39:38 (Part) Say, "GOD issufficient for me."
(Part) In Him thetrugers shdl trud.

Revealed: TheAllah lettersare 5 and 6, the diff. is1 Dpraise beto Allah.

Revealed: Both Parts: my name letters are 19, signifying therevelation and explanation of
Quran by GOD to His messenge throughinspiration.

Revealed: Both Parts: The GV of Allah lettersisprecisely 222BDyour LORD.

Revealed: Both Parts: TheGV of Allah lettersis 222, and of my lettersis 518 thediff. is 296D
aclear revelation from GOD to His messenger, 296 SubhanAllah.

When the people are struck with affliction and adversity, they readily implore GOD, but when He
blesses them, they forget Him and set up idols to rank with Him. Thisis made clear throughthe
following verses.

39:8 When the human bang is aflicted, heimplores his Lord, sincerely devoted to Him. But as
soonas He blesses him, heforgets his previousimploring, sets up idols to rank with GOD and to
divert othersfrom His pah. Say, "Enjoy your disbelief temporarily; you have incurred the
hdlfire."

To get the correct undestanding of how and when to use thewords InshaAllah and MashaAllah, | will
recite to youtheverses.

18:23-24 Y ou shdl not say that you will do anything in thefuture, withoutsaying C)nsha
Allah.Olf you forget to dothis, youmus immediately remember your Lord and say, OMay my
Lord guide meto do better next time.O

NOTE tha theword Oyowand OnyQison afirst person bass. Suppo® person A is planning to go
out of town next month and was telling person B abouthis/her plan, then you should say like this:

Person A: Q am planning to go out of town next month, InshaAllah.O(first person bass)

Person B does not have to say InshaAllah when asking the question from Person A, like:
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Sermon: Innovations and Traditions (continued)

Are you planningto go out of town, InshaAllah?
18:39 When you entered your garden, you should have said, OMashaAllah.O(Thisis wha God
has blessed me). No onepossesses power except ALLAH. (La Quwwata Ella Billah). Y ou may
see tha | possess |less money and children than you.
NOTE agan tha the usage of theword OMashaAllahOis onafirst person basis. The onementioning
ther blessingsand provisionsof God are suppogd to say theword decreed by Allah, and nottheone
hearingit. Thisisthe standad rule. As abdieving person, when you hear someonesay MashaAllah,0
there is nothing wrongto glorify Allah by addingwords of praise for Him, which could befor example,
Glory betomy Lord, who blesses the humanswith all kinds of things
Glory beto Allah who isthe best Provider.
Praise and glory be to the One who will summon all the human beings
There are nolimitson praising and glorifying Allah. We are suppo®d to glorify Him day and night, at
every possible oppotunity. There are many more waysto glorify Allah Bl have jus quoted examples
only.

** There are no verses on congratulating someone for getting married, astheact of marriagefalls
under one of the commands of GOD.

24:32 (Part) Of ou shdl encouragethose of youwho are single to get married.O

24:33 (Part) Those who cannotafford to ge&t married shdl maintain morality until GOD provides
for them from His grace.

** \We do not congratulate each other for fulfilling the commands of GOD, aswe are not doing
Him any favor by embradng Submission. (49:16-17)

49:16 Say, "Are youinforming GOD aboutyour religion?GOD knows everythingin the
heavensand the earth. GOD is Omniscient."

49:17 They act asif they are doing you afavor by embracing Submission! Say, "Y ou are not
doing me any favors by embracing Submission. GOD isthe Onewhois doing you a great favor
by guiding youto thefaith, if youare sincere.”

Revealed: TheAleefs of Absoluteness are 9 and 10, the diff. is1 Bthesum is 19

Revealed: TheAllah letters are 25 and 24, the diff. is 1, SubhanAllah.

Revealed: 49:17 TheAleefsare 10,and Allah letters are 24, the diff. is 14.

** Rather, you are supposed to encourageeach other toremain steadfad, persevere, and implore
GOD to make you prevail over thedisbelieving people.
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Sermon: Innovations and Traditions (continued)

To remain steadfast as a beiever is toughindeed with all thedisbdieving people surroundngus Thisis
in accordance with God@will when He accepted satan(@ chdlengeto send the mgjority astray, as pe
verse:

7:16 He said (satan), Gsince You (Allah) have willed tha | go astray, | will skulk for them on
Y our straight pah.O

7:17 Olwill come to them from before them, and from behind them, and fromtheir right,
and from their left, and Youwill find tha mog of them are ungopreciative.O

Verse 7:17 tellsustha we are indeed surroundel by thedevils and thedisbdievers all aroundus- in
front of us behind us to therightandto theleft. Glory beto Allah. To compliment Verse 7:17 with a
OLink,Othe Omnipotent Lord has given usanother verse to remind the humans of unlimited blessings
provisons and proodfs tha surroundthem, while setting up the system of beng surroundel by the devils
and thedisbdievers aso. Thedevilswill try to make the people ungppreciative of God@blessings
mercy, and gudance, whilethebdievers are reminded to obrve everything aroundthem to congantly
think of God in order to worship Him.

34:9 Havethey not seen all thethingsin front of them and behind them, in the heaven and
the earth? If we willed, we could have caused the earth to swallow them, or caused masses to
fall onthem fromthesky. This should be sufficient proof for every obedient servant.

31:20 Do you not seethat GOD hascommitted in your service everything in the heavens

and the earth, and hasshowered you with His blessngsbobvious and hidden? Y et, some
people argueabout GOD withou knowledge without guidance, and withouttheenlightening

scripture.

NOTE tha the Oolvious blessinggare thingstha are visual, like water, trees, vegetable, fruits,
mountaing pastures, animals, houss, relatives, thesun and themoon stars, and so on.

The Otidden blessingsOsuch as computer, T.V. phone satellite, DNA science, lasers, new technologies
tha come out every year, mineas and oil beneath the surface of the earth, only become known to us
when GOD authorizes them and allows the humans to make discoveries to manufacture them or retrieve
them in accordance with His will. No onecan predict or tell youwha other hidden blessingare
reserved for thehumansin thefuture. Only God knows - He controls everything in the heavensand the
earth.

I will now quote some examples from the Quran aboutexpecting or bearing achild. Thereceiving of a
child isagift of GOD whereby He subjects the parents to the test. Noneof the verses on this subject tell
ustha thechild or children are a blessing for the parents, in the sense tha the humanstake theword
blessing Olt israther a Test from God, and themoney and children are lumped unde the same
category. First, | will recite verses telling ushow to implore GOD on a @irst person basisOfor your
needsand blessings

3:35 Thewife of Amran said, My Lord, | havededicated (themother says aboutthebaby) in
my bdly to You, totally, so accept from me. Y ou are the Hearer, the Omniscient.O

3:38 That iswhen Zachariah implored his Lord: My Lord, grant me such agoodchild; Youare
the Hearer of the prayers.O
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Sermon: Innovations and Traditions (continued)

19:6 Let him bemy her andthe hear of Jacob®@ clan, and make him, my Lord, acceptable.

7:189He created you from onepeason. Subsquently, He gives every man amate to find
tranquility with her. Shethen carries alightload that she can hardly notice. Astheload gets
heavier, they (the parents) implore GOD ther Lord: Of You give us a good baby, we will be
appreciative.O

7:190But when He gives them a goodbaby, they turn His gift into an idol tha rivals Him. GOD
be exalted, far aboveany patnership.

14:35 Recall tha Abraham said, CMy Lord, make this a peaceful land, and protect me and my
children from worshiping idols.O
14:40 My Lord, make me onewho congstently observes the Salat, and also my children. Our
Lord, please answer my prayers.

*** Hereare some versestelling usthat money and children area Test from God.

18:46 Money and children are thejoysof thislife, but the righteousworks provide an eternd
recompense fromyour Lord, and afar better hope

23:55-56 Do they think tha, since we provided them with money and children, we must be
showering them with blessings? Indeed, they have no idea.

63:9 O youwho bdieve, do notdistracted by your money and your children from remembering
GOD. Thos who dothis arethelosers.

64:14 O youwho bdieve, your spouses and your children can beyour enemies, beware. If you
pardon,forge, and forgive, then GOD is Forgiver, Mog Merciful.

64:15 Your money and children are atest, and GOD possesses a great recompen<e.

For the disbdievers who do notrealize that GODG blessingsand provisionsare a Test from Him, the
following verses address them:

9:55 Do notbeimpressed by ther money, or thear children. GOD causes these to be sources of
retributon for them in thislife, and thar souls depart while they are disbdievers.

9:69 Some of those before you were stronge than you, and possessed more money and children.
They became preoccupied with their material posessions Similarly, you have become
preoccupied with your material possessions jud like those before you have become preoccupied.
Y ou have become totally heedless, jus as they were heedless. Such are the people who nullify
thar works, both in thisworld andin the Hereafter; they arethelosers.

9:85 Do notbeimpressed by ther money or thar children; GOD causes these to be sources of
misery for them in thisworld and their souls depart as disbdievers.

All forms of innovations are condemned by GOD in the Quran. Theversesare very clear on this
subject asyou will hear.
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Sermon: Innovations and Traditions (continued)

7:53 Arethey waiting urtil al (prophecies) are fulfilled? Theday such fulfillment comes to pass,
thoe who disregarded it in the past will say, " The messengers of our Lord havebrought the
truth. Arethere any intercessors to intercede on our behdf? Would you send usback, so tha we
changeour behavior, and do better works than wha we did?' They havelod their souls, and
their own innovations have caused their doom.

16:55 Let them disbdieve in wha we have given them. Go ahead and enjoy temporarily; you
will surely find out.

16:56 They designae for theidols they set up outof ignorance, a share of the provisonswe
bestow uponthem. By GOD, you will be held accountable for your innovations.

46:28 Why then did theidols they set up to bring them closer to GOD fail to hdp them? Indead,
they abandonel them. Such wer e the false gods they idolized; such weretheinnovationsthey
fabricated.

A couple of prominent verseson thissubject are 7:71 and 12:40, divided into 3 parts each.

7:71Part 1: He (themessenge) said, "Y ou have incurred condennaion and wrath from your
Lord.

Part 2: Do you arguewith mein defense of innowationsyou have fabricated - you and your
parents - which were never authorized by GOD?

Revealed: TheGV of Allah lettersare 61 and 175,the diff. is 114 Thisrepresents theentire
Quran with its 114 chgpters, glory beto Allah.

Revealed: The GV of the messenga @ letters are 616 and 968, the diff. is 352 This represents
the actud name of the Scripture, which is QURAN D352 praise beto Allah.

Part 3: Therefore, wait and | will wait alongwith you."

Revealed: TheGV of Allah lettersfor Parts 1 and 2 is 236,and for Part 3is 34, thediff. is 202,
for LORD, AlhamdoLillah.

Revealed: TheGV of my lettersfor Part 3is466 Wha isthediff. in the GV of Quran 352and
GV of my letters 466? Theprecise diff. is 114, SubhanAllah.

12:40Part 1. Youdonotworship beside Him except innovdionstha you have made up, you
and your parents. GOD has never authorized such idols.

Part 2: All ruling bdongsto GOD, and He has ruled tha you shdl nat worship except Him.

Part 3: Thisisthe peafect religion, but mos people do not know.

The Perfect Religion of ALLAH bringsout the Perfect Proofsfrom ALLAH in this verse, reveaed
ingantaneoudy, as| typed this verse for all of you.

Parts1 & 2: TheGV of Allah letters are 183and 202, the diff. is 19
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Sermon: Innovations and Traditions (continued)

Parts2 & 3: TheGV of Allah letters are 202and 216, the diff. is 14

Glory beto Allah, who hasrevealed the glorified proofs of the Sacred Codes. This effectively
explainsand condannsall forms of innovdions cusoms, and traditions Note tha Part 2 bears thename
of theLORD as202 where theruling, laws, and worship of GOD aloneis mentioned and advocated by
the Mog Sacred.

In theend, | will remindyoutha GOD calls our souls as the Oaming souls.OThisis because our souls
have sinnal agang His Absolute Authority in the past. We are given a second chance to purify our
soulsin order to beredeemed by Him. To do this needsa congientiouseffort on our part notto
disregard Hislaws, or violate Hisrules.

75:1 | swear by the Day of Resurrection.

75:2 And| swear by the blaming soul.

Revealed: my name lettersare 12and 13, the diff.is 1

There are verses given onimploring GOD to prevent usfrom committing snsbtheless sins the better
for thehuman soul. Verse 2:286 addresses this, and verse 409 isregarding theangds imploring GOD to
protect thebdieversfromfalingin sin.

2:286 GOD never burdensa soul beyondits means: to its credit iswha it earns andagang it is
wha it commits. "Our_L ord, do notcondamn usif we forget or make mistakes. Qur L ord, and
protect usfrom blaspheming agang Y ou, like those before ushave done QOur L ord, protect us
from sinning until it becomestoo late for usto repent. Pardonus forgive us and have mercy
onus YouareourLord and Master. Grant usvictory over thedisbdieving people.”

40:9 " And protect them from falling in sin. Whomever Y ou protect from falling in sin, on
that day, hasattained mercy from You. Thisisthe greatest triumph."

*** Thisimportant verse is marked with the Ultimate Mirade of 14 Allah letters, AlhamdoLillah

Theaboveverses highlightthe need for daly repentance for your sinswhich may have been committed
unknowingly and out of ignorance. Repentance on an everyday basisistheonly way out Further, all
bdievers should congantly implore GOD for his guidance and mercy, and to protect them fromthe
tricks and steps of satan. Make sure that you seek refugein Allah and condemn and denoune satan who
has been rejected by ALLAH.

To sumupthis sermonin respon to the bdiever@ question: All forms of innovaionsare forbidden by
GOD. We are notallowed to make up cugoms, practices, and traditionsas part of thereligion, or follow
those which are inheaited from othe's. Thelaws of GOD simplify thelives of bdievers and thar focus
and attentionis on GOD in awholehearted way.

Peace be uponthe messenges.

PRAISE BE TO ALLAH, LORD OF THE UNIVERSE.
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